AND OTHERS, 
Concerning the SPORT of 


COCKFIGHTING: 
Publiſhe formeily 1n their V Vorks, and 


now ſet forth to ſhew , That it is not a 


Recreation meet for CHRISTIANS, 


though ſo commonly uſed by thoſe 
who own that Name, 
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To my moſt dearly beloved, and honoured 
Friends, 


EDMUND FORT ESCUE, 


of Falldpit, in Devon. Eſq. 


AND 


MO DANNIS G RENVILE) 
0 Sonne of Sir Bevill Grenvile, 
K NIGH T. 


Ne #32 Preſent you theſe Papers, chiefly 
vG for theſe two Reaſons : Firſt, be- 
cauſe I know you are ſincerely of 
the ſame Opinion, which by them 
T manifeſt to the World that I 
B am of and therefore they muſt 
needs beacceptable unto you, Se- 
condly , becauſe you underſtand me aright in thoſe 
ATions ,, which the generality of other men, Good 


&...-:ad , who have occaſion to take notice of "them; 
"3 eſteers 
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eftcew as Monſtrous , and [Improper for zze © Not 


righily apprehending their Symmetry , 4d Propor- 
tion to ſuch Principles , as they themſelves muſt 
neceſſarily acknowledge to be Good for me to 47 by. 

And whilit there is any finne tobe diſcerned in me 
( which alaſſe muſt needs bee as long as 1 continue 
#* this Earthly Tabernacle) it cannot be other- 
wiſe : by reaſon of the confus'd Notions men 
commonly have of ſuch Aions, as proceed from a 


ſoul differently inclin'd 5 to wit, by the flrength it 


retaines of the Old Nature, 4nd by what it hath 
receio'd of the New. That ſireame of Grace which 
Flows continually through the whole conrſe of the 
Lives and Converſations of thoſe who are Born again, 
mixing it ſelf with the Ocean ( as it were ) of ſo ny 
Sins and Infirmities, and Civil Ations, is no more to 
be diſcern'd by the Generality, than a ſtream of freſh 
7s ſalt waters © *Tis the Taft , not the Sight, th, 
Rnowledge of the Heart, not of the Brain, that appre- 
bends the Integrity of any mans ATions © neither do 
I any more believe , that all Good men throughly ap- 
prehend thoſe Actions which ſometimes they are plea- 


fed to Cenſure, than that any man, who bas , as they 
ſay, a Judicious Palate, foonld be able to diſtin- 


guiſh Wines, or azy other Liquors, when he does but 
See them. 
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Ay Deare Friends, Farewel, and Pray earneS}ly, 
that my Faith may not faile me : for , me-thinkes , 
comming out into the SEA of the World, upon this 
occaſion, my Conſcience commanding me, Iam inthe 
caſe that Peter was in, when He walked on the wa*? 


ter tO Poe to ] FE SU G \ 4s ſoon as He faid , "” 
Come. 
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To my honoured Friend, 


Mr. EDMUND ELIS 


My deareſt Friend, 


£ S@F72ince you bave given me notice of 
At \ ENO7 this your Noble Deſigne)I think my 
72 ſc}fe oblig'd to congratulate you in 

ING % it, and tobleſfſe G OD forit © Be- 
x; FEDUD ing ſo highly oblig'd unto you , for 
thoſe good Inſtructions , and pious Admonitions 5 
which from time to time, I havereceiv'd from 
vou, and althongh I have not tro, fo exactly, in 
thoſe wayes, which you have direfted me to, yet 
tis my earneſt Prayer to GOD , that Gentlemen 
would endeavour, but as I have done , which 
if they did, ſurely ſuch vaine Sports, and bloody 
Recreations , which you treat of, would no longer 
be pleaſing to them. Iknow (to my griefI ſpeak 
it) that the generality of Gentlemen, are no 
more capable to apprehend your Diſcourſes,than 
a man, the Pores of his Head being ſtopt by the 
extreamity of Cold, is able to diſtinguiſh mn 

I 


ill, and wholſome Sents, It has been an Experi« 
ment tryed throughout all Ages, ſince the Grea- 


tion, that the Workers of Iniquity hate Light, that 


they can't endure to be told of any Sinne, which 
they Indulge unto themſelve,, The more Inge- 
nious the men be ( ualeſſe truly Chriſtian, unleſſe 
they live according to Chriſts Goſpel, and would 
rather looſe an Eye, their Right hand, yay their 
Lives , than wittingly , and willingly commit the 
leaft finne } the moreyou muſt expect they will 
Raile at, and Revile-you 3 whatever they pre- 
tend to your face, they would cut your throat 
with all their hearts : they play the Wolfe in- the 
Sheeps cloathing , hide the Vultures heart under 
the Doves breaſt : What can you expect from ſuch 
men; but ſcoffs, &c © who in corners (not pub- 
lick, for fear that ſmall Rod of Juſtice, which is yet 
left, might make them ſmart.) Laugh at GOD, 
and deſpiſe what they themſelves Preach: A won- 
der, that God inflits not ſome immediate Puniſh- 
ment onſuch notorious Offendors , who deride 
the Wiſdome of che Myſterie of the Bleſſed Tri- 
nity 3 but alaſs / what will become of ſuch men 2 
who doe not onely zeglect, but deſpiſe ſo great Sal- 
vation , though G O Ds Revenging Hand { which 
3s able to grind them to powder }) does forbeare 
them for ſome ſmall ſeaſon, yet they ſhall ſurely 
one day moſt ſadly feele it , when coales of Fire . 
and Brimſtone , and an horrible Tempes? ſhall be 
ſhowr'd down on their heads, by the Revenging 
hand of an Angry God. | 


How many thouſands of Gentlemen are there 
11 


in this Nation, who far more dread the Thoughts 


of a years Impriſonment, being by that to be De- 
prived of their Jolly companions, than that ſad 
Divorce betwixt the Sox! and Body, Their eyes are 
fo dimm , by their long ſtubborn perſiſtence in 
the waye?s of Darkneſſe , that they cannot ſee the 
Paths of Light and rather than they will paine 
themſelves to pluck off that Filme , which darkerns 
their Sight, they will periſh forever: they'l ra- 
| ther be Gods Enemies, ſo they gain a good Repu- 

tation in the world, being called Prudezt, Diſcreet, 
&c, though that's but a miſtake 3 rhan bee his 
Faithful Stewards, and be Back-bited,and Rayled 
on by the Ignorant of theſe our dayes:did but men 
Practiſe as they ſay they Believe, we ſhould not 
{ee ſo great Debaucheries as now there are 3 they 


had rather bein their Studies, with Tears 1n their 


Eyes, and Books in their Hands, than at the Ale- 
houſe, toſfing of Cups , and delighting to ſee the 
Innocent Blood of poor Creatures. This your Diſ- 
courſe will Try the Pureneſle of mens Hearts, as 


Fire Gold. You muſt expect that the Monthes 


of thoſe who continually Bark at you,being alrea- 
dy open, will not cloſe without ſome noyſe; they 
will try their utmoſt to affright you from under- 
taking ſfach Noble Defignes, whereby you doe e- 
minently ſerve God, and fatisfie the Deſires of 
your Brethren. Well, my Deare Friend, Go on, 
and Proſper in all your Endeavours, and be ſure, 
that though men doe ſtrive , to caſt Aſperſions on 
your Candid name, yet in their Hearts they Feare 
and Reverence you. They are afraid to own that 
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:1 Publick before men,which in Pivate Chambers 
they twattle before Boyes. Ilay , my Friend, let 
them be what they will , they are beneath your 
notice, finceby ſuch opprobrious Speeches they 
ceaſe from being Chriſtians : They cannot appre- 
hend Terreſtrial Freindſbip, how then.can they Heas 
venly * Tis a General Obſervation , That ſeve- | 
rall men of one Profeſſion, alwayes diſcommend, 
and undervalue one the others work 5 and truly 
this is the ſame caſe with you : You , and Others, 
are all Baptized in Chrifts Nazze , and fince you 
Own what there you Vowed to Do, in which they 
are ſo DefeQtive, they Envie, and Revile you, they 
hate to ſee themſelves out-done by one of their 
own Calling : Therefore you muſt expect, that 
all Formall Chriſtians , who will not goe to Hea . 
ven, unlefſe they might have the World for their 
Companion on their Journey , ho have a Forme 
of Godlyneſſe, but deny the Power thereof , who mind 
earthly things, who are lovers of Pleaſures more. thar 
lovers of God, who delight in the Creature more than 
the Creatour : [ lay you may be ſure, that the grea® 
teſt part of thoſe who call themſelves Chriſtians , 
being ignorant of the Spirit and Life of Religion , 
having Religion only in their Phanſie, and think 
Ing , the very Ads of it but wild Chimeraes , 
make It an Fns Rationis, or an empty notion. will 


_ deſpiſe and undervalue your Writings:But bleſſed 


be that God, who has, and will uphold you againſt 
the devilliſh Oppoſitions of Malicious men , who 
has made that Gall which has been caſtin your 

Teeth, to prove ſweeter than Hony iz your Belly_ 


[ 
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[ could ſay more, did I notfear that have al- 
ready tyrd you : [can aſſure you, that no man 
can have a more Perfet Friendfhip for any. one 
than IThave for you. You know that I am, 


March 20. My Deareſt Freind , 


<—"IF'< 
your 0ſt AﬀeTionate 


Edmund Forteſcue-s 


B > Though 
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Hough it be my Opinion,that the Sport of 
: cock-fiehting is abſolutely finnefull , yet] 


would not have thee think ( as the Yulgar 
will be ready to ſay ) that I efteem as UOnregene- 
rate all thoſe who are of a contrary Judgement : I 


| doe not fo little conſider that of the Apoſtle , 12 


many things we offend all: And certainly the im- 
mediate cauſe of our Offences, the Perverſneſſe of 
the. WiÞ alwayes proceeds from the Underſtand- 
ing, or Judgement perverted ( in apprehending any 
thing the wrozg way ) by which it 1s inclin'd to 
Accept,or Refuſe the Object, or Thing Propos'd : 
But though I doe not conceive that the Ignorance 
of the impiety of this Sport 1s altogether inconſi- 
ſtent with a Regencrate eſtate , or the Habit of irue 
Godlyneſſe, in ſome Degree, yet I am not afraid to 
make known to the World, that I cannot imagine 
how any man,whilſt he is AFzally Like unto God, 
The Father of Mercies, can poſhibly Delight, and 
Recreate himlelfe in ſeeing his Fellow Creatures 
( which are infinitely leſle 1nferiour to us, than we 
to Our , and Their Creator)ſo Subtile and Active 
to #onrd and Deſtroy each other. Having this Opi- 


yon of the Sport of Cock-fights, and ſeeing it 


fofrequently uſed in the Country where 1 live, no 
man ( that I can hear of ) oppoſing it as abſolutely 
ſianefull, I could not retaine the confidence T 
have, that I am indeed a Faithfull Seryant of the 


Great 


a 
PL 


gn" 


C23 

Great G OD in the Goſpel of his Son ,and a True 
Lover of the Soules of Men,jfI ſhould not venture 
to Oppoſe it my lelf 3 though J am not ignorant , 
that endeayouring to Deſtroy this common Opi- 
nion, T hat this Sport is meet for Chriſtians , 
mult neceſfarily expeCt,to be counted a Feol-hardy, 
and Imprudent fellow. Me-thinks I hear many men 
ſaying untome, appearing in publick upon this 
_ occaſion , as Eliab ( 1 $4-1,17.28.) faid to his Bro» 
ther David, I know thy Pride, and the naughbtyneſſe 
of thine heart. This indeed would ſomewhat di- 
ſturb me, if I did not conſider, that 0-niſciexce is 
one of the Attributes of the God whom I ſerve. 

Thinking with my ſelfe, what meanes ] ſhould 
ule to effect this Defigne, to convince the world , 
that the temper and diſpolttion of any mans ſoule, 
whilſt he actually delights in ſucha Sport , muſt 
neceſlarily be offenſive to God; at laſt ] confiderd 
(though it be my opinion) that for any man, who 
has attain'd to a competent degree of the Art of 
Expreſſion, to publiſh thoſe Notions which he has 
oather'd from his own Experience, of ſuch Chri- 
{tian Truths , as are ( in ſome ſort ) generally be- 
lieved,in his own words,is a work moſt acceptable 
to the God of TI ruth-for certainly thoſe Notions of 
ſpirituall things which fix themſelves, & reſide in 
the Hed onely of the generality of thoſe who are 
call'd Chriſtians,are uſuallyGuided unto theHeart 
| by ſuch Expreſſtons of the ſame things,as Come 
from the Hearts of others : Yet, I ſay, at laſt ] con« 
fider'd, that Truths of this nature, which are like 
to find ſo much Oppoſition, will hardly be Recei- 


2 ved 
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ved by any , who now Oppoſe them , unleſle they 
be Brought in (as it were) with Drum and Trum- 
pet : ] mean by the hands of ſome famors, and 
excelent Writers And therefore ] would not ( at 
preſent ) write of this ſubject any more than only 
to ſpeak my opinion 5 but have rather choſen to 
ſhew the world, what ſome Eminent Divines have 
written of it, which ] conceive was never yet 
read and Conſider'd by any of thoſe who delight 
in ſuch Sports, and profeſle to walke as CHRIST 
we 

And here, in the name of a Chriſtian , ] call to 
my ayd{in endeavouring to evince this, that ſuch 
a temper, as may a@ually conſiſt with a Delight in 
ſach Sports , muſt needs be Yzchriſtian ) all thoſe 
who are of the ſame opinion, and withall are con= 
ſcious to themſelves , that Cod has given them an 
Art of Perſwafion, an Ability of conveighing their 
own Thoughts into the Breaſts of others, not only 
of thoſe who are ſimply void of them,but of thoſe 
alſo who oppugne and reſiſt them. Such men ] en- 
treat upon all occaſions to manifeſt their diſlike of 
ſuch Sports, and their Reaſons for it. = 

If theſe Papers ſhall chance to bee ſeen by the 
Worthy,and Renowned Author of the hole Duty 
of Man, ) ſhall humbly entreat him, as one who 


Serves with him under Chriſt , the Captain of our. 


Salvation, to afford me ſome Aide in this Combate 
with theWorld.ifhe be ofthe ſame Judgement, as, 
by his Works, ] preſume he is: ] doubt not but the 
ſmall thoughts and phanſfies, which thoſe who De- 
light in this Sport , are apt to conceive in favour 
of 


SY g— 


(4) 
of it, which ariſe in their minds like #iſts,and dark, 
vaponrs to obſcurethe reaſon of any thing they can 


ordinarily hear ſpoken againſt it, would ſuddenly 


_ vaniſh, like a Morning Cloud, when the Sun appears, 


1f it ſhould be oppos'd by fo Noble a Perſon;whoſe 
Style, like a Diamond, is Bright and Solid 5 whole 
excellent Rheforick and Beauty of Expreſſron , does 


not like weaker Beaxty conſiſt chiefly in Colour and 


Complexion (' 1n words, which are fo apt to 
take, as they fay) but in Symmetry, and exatt Pro- 
portion. And ] hope, the Amiable Subje& of his 


 Peauteous Expreſſions will in time (by the Help of 


Gods Spirit )) Praw unto it {clf che Love of many, 
who as yet are Lovers of the Worid. If the 
Thoughts ] have expreſt of this Sport be not ſuit- 
able to His, ] deſire to be better inform'd by Him: 
For, ] muſt profeſle , at preſent it ſcardals me ex- 
treamly, to fee Chriſtians , Thoſe who profeſle to 
have their Boſomes a Neſt for the Heavenly Dove . 
to be Companions of the Lamb sf God, to Recreate 
themſelves in Blood, though it be of the meaneſt 
Creatures: And to Meno mans Reafon feemes 
more Strong,or Expreiſion more Clear, than what 
J find in the Writings of this Excellent Perſon : 
So that whatever he ſhall be pleaſed to Write on 
this Subject, 'twill either make me lee my ſelfe in 
an Errour, or Lead me on further in the Way of 
Truth 5 if my Opinion be True indeed, which as 
yet ] haveno reaſon to doubt , but that fo many 
ſpeak againſt it. : 
All that ] have to fay farther is this, that if } 
did not as much Deſpiſe the Shame,as ] am thought 


to Deſire the Prayſe of the ;World, ] would 4 
ther 


[4-2 
ther Loſe the Hand ] Write with, than employ 
my Pen upon ſach an Occafion. But ] feare not 
the Termes of Fool, or Mad man: Twas (31d of 
mySAVIOUR, He bath a Devill. My LORD 
was Reviled , ſhall ] be Applauded 2 What grea« 
ter Comfort can a Chriſtian have, than 1n Think- 
ing how like He is to the Lord of Glory , not only 
in what he Did , but even alſo in what He Sffer'd, 


$LGOSK60S02056 
of 


Cock-FIGHTS: 


And ſuch ttke Sports. 
E HF Bayting of the Bear, and Cock fights, are 


0 meet Recreations. The Bayting of the Bull 
. bath his uſe, and therefore it is commanded by 
Civil Authority, and ſo have not theſe: And the An- 
tipathy, and Cruelty , which one Beaſt ſheweth to ano« 
ther, is the fruit of our Rebellion againſt God , and 
ſhould rather move us to mourn than 10 rejoice. 
Theſe are the words of the moſt Learned, and 
Godly Mr.PEAK INS, 1nthat Famous Treatiſe 
of the Caſes of Conſcience (Printed in ©uarto A4D. 
-=-32.) P.346« 
' That 42avof God Mr. BOLTON was of the 
ſame mind with Mr PEA K IN $concerning ſuch 
Sports Conſtder , ſajes he (in his Excellent Tea 
tiſe entitled , General! Directions for a Comfortable 


walking 
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(6) 
walking with GOD, p.156.) That Rale which Di- 
Vines give about Recreations : Wee muſt not make 


Gods Judgements, and Puniſhments, either upon Man, 


or Beaſt, the matter and object of them. Now, beſt 
Divines hold , that Enmity amongſt themſelves , was 
a fruit of our Rebellion againſt God,and more generall 
Judgement inflicted upon the Creature after the Fall. 
Which miſerie comming upon them by our meanes , 
ſhould rather break our hearts, and make them bleed, 
than miniſter matter of glorying in our ſhame, and 
vexing thoſe very vexations which our impiety hath 
put upon them. Alas, finfull man) what an heart haſt 
thou, that canſt take delight in the cruel tormenting 
of a dumb creature? Is it not too much for thee to 
behold with dry eyes, that which onely thy ſinne hath 
zmpreſt upon it, but that thou muſt barbarouſly alſo 
preſſe its oppreſſrons , and make thy ſelf merry with 
the bleeding miſeries of that poore harmleſſe thing, 
which in its kind is much more, and far better ſer- 
wviceable to the Creator than thy ſelf © Tet I deny not, 


3ipathy, for the deſtroying of hurt full, and the enjoy- 
ing of uſefull creatnres3ſo that it be without any taint, 
or aſperſton of cruelty on our parts , or needleſſe tor» 
renting of the felly beaſts. 

Mr, DOD, andMr. CLEAVER (ſcorr'd by 


none but thoſe whoſe Revilings are Praiſes)in their 
Expoſition of theſe words of Solomwen(Prov.12.10.) 


A righteous man regardeth the life of his beaſt , ha- 
ving ſpoken againſt the hard uſage of Labouring 
Beaſts, as Horſes, &*c. Conclude thus : 4nd yet 
in another ſort more extremity than this is us a a- 

C gainſt 


but that there may be another lawfull uſe of this An- 


} 
i 


SE 
eainf} other ſorts of Creatures, and that ze, when men 
mtke a Sport of making then miſerable 5 when it is a Y 
pleaſure to put them to pain 3 when 1t is « paſſe-time * 
jo behold their torment and tearing. This proceea- ie 
eth not of a tender heart : this is not the worke of 
Righteouſneſſe : this delight will leave no comfort | 
behind it, Have our ſinnes in Adam brought ſuch | 
 calamities upon them, and ſhall we adde unto them by | 
| 


cruelty in our own perſons Have our corruptions 
been a canſe of that fierceneſs that is in many of then «4 
one againſt another , and ſhall we ſolace our ſelves in 
ſeeing them execute it® . 
What Holy CHRYSOSTO ME would have 
ſaid of this Sport, if he had had an occaſion to 
Treat of it, wee may eafily gather from theſe 
words in his 29th Homlie on the Epiſtle to the 
Romans. Sgidpa eoiy at 9 dyov uya 1piet , 1; GIAGY- 
POTMU , X; ek T5 ointhus 3 x; TRL 7&5 IoTFlus. Kai wer 
TW anor avy mwIny ExTeiven T nutgmla; Nd Tim x} ov gs | 
ms TX) 5 AinamC oix]eigd buys x]nvaoy ans. | 
The Souls of thoſe that are truly Pious, are ex= | 
ceeding Mild and Gertle, not onely towards Rela MW 
tions, but Strangers allo, And this Zenity ( or 
Softneſle of Heart) they extend even & Irrationall 
Creatures. Therefore the iſe ar ſaith, 4 rich. 


tcous man regardeth the life of bis beaſt , Proy, 
12.10. 2 , 
— { 
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To all thoſe who aff: this Spurt, 


S I'NS, 
Aving ſhewn you whatTheſe Men thought 
H: the Sport you Aﬀe, I ſhall entreat you, 
if you believe Sin to be a matter of Eternal, 
Concernment , to Conſider ſeriouſly what here you 
haveRead. If you are not convinced at preſent, 
that theſe Learned, and Godly men were iz the 
right, yet I doubt not but you will be in time, if 
you more fully Conſider the Matter without Pre- 
judice : At leaſt, if yuu are Regererat? Perſons : 
or »I conceive, by the T»ſtind of the New Crea- 
1ure, a Man may often Perceive that to be a Sinne, 
whoſe Sinfulneſſe is not Capable of any Expreſſe 
(or Verbal) Demonſtration, viz, Apprehending 
it ſo to be meerly through a Sexſe of the Antipathy 
it has to That in him, which he knows 3s Bore of - 
God. Whether or no, This be but aPhanatick No- 
tion 5 And whether or no the Printing of theſe 
Papers, and ſuch like Aftions of mine, be indeed 
ſo fooliſh , ard imprudent , as the World Judges 
them tobe, Ile apreal onely for my own ny 
ton 
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ion to the onely Wiſe GO D, Yetl ſhall not deny 
to render an Account of any of my AQions { in 
which I doe, and muſt uſually thwart the exam- 
ple of the Generality of Men ( Good, and Bad ) to 
any Many, whoſe Authority Obliges him ( in any 
reſpe&):to demand it of me; as my Lawful/ Supe - 
riour, or Conſcience, as my Fellow Chriſtian, | 


